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1. Introduction

Underthe SafetyHealthand Welfareat Work Act2005,the Boardof Management of Colaiste Mhuitas
employerisrequiredto ensure,sofar asis reasonablypracticable the safety,healthandwelfare atwork
of allemployeef the school.Theemployeris further requiredto manageandconductthe school insuch
away asto ensure,so far asis reasonablypracticable that individualsat the placeof work who are not
employeessuchas students,parents/guardiansyisitorsto the school,are not exposedto risksto their
safety, health owelfare.

This policy is influenced by the need to minimike risk of introduction of COVAD9 into the school
community and to prevent its spread. Although it is acknowledged that no single action or set of actions
will completelyeliminatethe riskof COVIBL9 transmissionadherenceto this policywill contribute to the
reduction of that risk afransmission.

In accordance with this policy students are expected to comply with the standards of behaviour set out in
this policyor asdirectedby the schoolto preventthe introductionandspreadof COVIBEL9. The COVIEL9

control measures are consistent with current advice from the HSE, the Health and Safety Authority, the
Departmentof Educatiorand Skillsandthe Departmentof ForeignAffairsand,assuch,maybe subjectto
change. Students and parents/guardiamd be notified of any changes to the controkasures.

Students are expected to comply with all directions from school staff in relation to the school’s COVID-19
control measures. Any failure or refusal to comply with this policy or to follow instrigtbischool staff
should be dealt with in accordance with the school’s Code of Behaviour.

Parents/guardianarerequiredto supplythe schoolwith a phonenumber/sof availableperson/swho can
be contacted at all times and who will be available to coliestudent from the school should the need
arise.

2. Symptoms of COVID-19

Symptoms of COVADO are similar to symptoms of cold or flu. The most common symptoms are:

e fever

e cough

e shortness obreath

e |oss of sense of smell taste

More informationregardingthe mostup-to-date signsand symptomsof COVIBL9is availableon the HSE
website, https://www?2.hse.ie/coronavirus/




3. Standards of Behaviour expected of students to help prevent the introduction or spread of
COVID - 19 in the school

Standards of Behaviour expected of students

Students are expected to comply with any control measures directed by Colaiste Mhuire to prevg
introduction and spread of COVIY, including, but notmhited to:

e maintaining a socialistance of at least 1 metre and where possible, 2 metres, from g
students andstaff,
e wearing a face covering (applicable at ppsimary level). All students at peptimary level, areg
required to wear a face coverirgybject to a limited number of exceptions set out in relev
Department of Education guidance. Face coverings must not contain any slogans/logos
that may cause upset or be deemed offensive to any member of the schoohunity.
o performing hand hygine with a hand sanitiser on entering tbehool.
e repeating hanehygiene at regular intervals throughout the school day and when direbte|
schoolstaff;
e maintaining good respiratorygiene. In this regard studergbould:
o cover nose/mouth with a tissue&hen coughing/sneezing and dispose of used tissue in
waste bin and perform hanlgygiene
o coughor sneezanto the innerelbow (uppersleeveyatherthaninto the hand,if notissues
areavailable.
o keep contaminated hands away from the eyes ande
o carryout hand hygiene after contact with respiratory secretions and contaminated
objects/materials
o not spit or deliberately cough or sneeze at or towards any other pers@Golifiste Mhuire
¢ not sharingmaterialsor stationery,suchaspens,calculatorsyulers,etc. with other students;
e not attending school for 14 days after returning from travel out of the country in line
Government guidelines fdravel,
¢ not attendingschoolif displayingCOVIEL9 like symptomsand remainingout of schoolfor such
periodas is required in accordance with HSE#@#ice
¢ not attending school where tested positive for COMEDand remaining out of school for su
period as is required in accordance with HSEA@¥#ce
¢ not attendingschoolif identified by the HSEasa personwho hasbeenin contactwith another
personwho hascontractedCOVIBEL9 andremainingout of schoolfor suchperiodasisrequired in
accordance with HSE/Glevice;
e not attendingschoolif a memberof the student’s householdis displayingCOVIBL9 symptoms
andremainingout of schoolfor suchperiodasis requiredin accordancevith HSE/GRdvice
¢ tellingateacheror othermemberof staffwhereastudentfeelsunwellat schoolInthat regard
o the student will require to be collected from the school as sams possible by
parent/guardian or a person designated by the parent/guardian for puchose.
o parents must ensure that the school has-tapdate contact details so that they can |
contacted by the school iéquired.
e complyingwith anyother suchdirectionsasadvisedby the DESand/or HSEand communicated
to the schoocommunity.




Students should be aware that the above is a non-exhaustive list. Students are expected to follow all
instructions from staff which aim to prevent the introduction COVID-19 into the school and minimise its
spread.

4. Failure to comply with the standards of behaviour

Failureby a studentto complywith the standardsof behaviourexpectedto help preventthe introduction
and spread of COWD® will constitute a breach of the Code of Behaviour of Colaiste Mhuire and he may
be subject to sanction up to and including suspension or permasantision.

Any actions or sanctions taken in respect of alleged breachtt®e Code of Behaviour will be carried out

in accordance with the provisions of the school’s Code of Behaviour, the requirements of the NEWB
Guidelines on Developing a Code of Behaviour and relevant requirements of the Education (Welfare) Act
2000. Sandbns will be proportionate to the nature, seriousness and context of the behaviour.

Astudentengagingn aggressivethreateningor unacceptablédehaviourthat createsor increaseghe risk

of COVIELY infection for staff, other students or visitors tiee school may be removed from class and, if
necessary, from the school premises with immediate effect, pending any further action to be taken in
accordance with the school’s Code of Behaviour.
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